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poſe, neither, if it were, Would it b 
ter to aſſign the true Cauſe of thegeneral Corruption 
of Humane Nature: The Scriptures indeed acquaint 
us with the fall of Man, that it N as occalion'd by 


ſhould diſcover „ t 


mit to their Offfpring a more happy 


A SRRMON Preacb'd* 


N 
I n, 


to be influenc'd and led aſtray by thoſe — 


bad Examples that infect the World. 


'Tis not, I think, neceſſary i my preſent gur- 
ic wy ou 


an abuſe of that liberty of ating ewith Gpy 


had endow'd him; hut WHV, upon the Actual Fran 


greſſion of our firſt Parents, their Race 


ever after 


ard 


Evil, and ſtand charg'd with Original Guifr, is a Pf. 
fiulty not preſently to he 'ſurmounted'”” Whether 
this Univerſal Contagion was caus d, according to 
the Opinion of the Eaftern Sages, by 


afte the lapſe and 
deſcent of the Soul 'from'a_pre-exiſtent State into 
rheſe groſs Bodies; 'or whether our firſt Part 


firſt Parents, by 
their Rebellion againſt Gop, hat ng There an 
diſorder d, deprav'd and corrupted. their whole 


Frame and Conſtttution, and not being dir oral 

PV. Temperament 
than they had themſelves; we, by æ neceſſſt of Na. 
ture, being propagated from à corrupt and impute 
Stock, derive this moral Infection from them much 
after the manner that ſome Chronical Diſtempers 
deſcend from Parents to Children, and become He- 
reditary, is hard to fay. Which of theſe two Opi- 
nions is the more probable, for as to any other they 


are not worth the mentioning; which of them comes 


neareſt fo a Solution of the difficulty about Original 
Guilt, I pretend not to determine, it being ſuffic- 


ent tomy preſent deſign toremark, that*tis through 


this Infirmity and Degeneracy of our Nature, that 


this Advice of the Wiſe Man in the Text — 
; 6d- 


S SFS S Are reer. . 


—— 
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up to our Duty, and ys effet a 
neither; Virtue, would then, in moſt inſtances, 
have appear din its true Colours, ſo amiable and - 
lovely, as, by its own native Beauty afid Comelineſs : 
0 Wl to have attracted the Eyes df its deholders, and en- 
gag d them in a purſuit after ir. Bur fence *tis far, © 
to otherwiſe with; us, inc Vice has the aſoeflllafit d rr 

us by teaſen of tlie obliquity and antoward'difpolt-- 
ad tion of our Narurg, tis well that we have any Expe- 
le dient or Mettod: propos d jor the ſetting üs tight, 

any Means affarded us, whereby we may fegain that 
ade e Mind as wil deverrime us to the puf- 
. ut of wat is really and ſubſtahtia ly ged. 
mY Now this, as Solomon tells us, may be effected by 

good Diſciplinc and an early nurrüre in Piety ant 
> Wl Vitue: Our Condition is not ſo far Uebas'd, or- 


„ 


Jer lunk' ſo low, but that we have yet A fichlt 8 of d "A 
= ſcerning between Mora Good and Evil, and aliber- 


ty of chooſing the one, and refuſing the other,” The 
ne Notion we have of Good, is the Notion ofa 
ac. (lig chat is ehgible and che Notionof Evil, fs of 
5 that which is to be eſchew'd and avoided ; fo that 
111 tone ever yet was ſo loſt to Reaſon, and fo great a 
a Contradiction to himſelf, as to chooſe Evil as Evil, 
ſea- ud embrace Error as ſuch. Whence it appears, that. 
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our Nature is ſtill ſuſceptible of bvitneus Habits, 


and may be wtouglitup to an eminent degree in 
'Goodnes, men Eiltructiaom und: 'D Eitefy 
cations; b 511! 03 eroiyps)do HIV id bus Gol, 


Edu: 


Ihe Sede and Principles of Virtue and Goodneß 
are latent in the minds of all; as is evident from thoſe 
diſtaſtes of Vice, and, Haſheb of Lovelite a 


of Men: Now theft are nothing blir ſomie 
motions of the Will, vhich l ſpringʒ from al right pet 


ception of the Nature af GM“ and Rvih and oſs h 
many faint Struggles ard weak Hffortb ga het 
Lite v within, 5 which ae ſoarexringatl fwd and 0 
ther'd.by Senſuality and Luft. PII 07: o: WW p 
This diſadvantage indeed the Mind of Far 1. cl 
bours under, that Vice ſeems rather tõ be the naru- It 
ral, and Virtue the; forc'd:Growth: and Prouud of " 
the Soul; however, if they whoſe: concert it is ts l 
Train up and Educate, to Inſtruct and Direct, ſhall . 
ſeaſonably ſtep in and . diſcourage tlie firſt appea- tl 
rances of Evil, and oruſh Vice in its Infancy before lt 
it ſhall have gain d ſtrength and'bevonfitnr'd ito i! 
an Habit, and alſo ſhall improve and cheriſh what- {u 
ever Inclination they find in Youth to that Which is Wl 
Good and Commendable; Virtue» by this fs 
will, in all probability, have the antagobfite * 
firſt Poſfeſſion, and become eaſy and naturak al 
Train up 4 Child in the way he ſhould go, ard ben l Mr! 
is g/d he will not depart from it. In which: Precept of _ 
the fs e "Hen, 50000 8 are 'thals e 10 
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r. Firſt, A right Education recommended to us in 
theſe words; Train up in the way he ſhould go. 


z Secondly, The proper time and ſeaſon wherein | 
this Education ſhould commence or begin, viz, in 4 
our Childhood and tender Years; Train up 4 Child, | 


Thirdly, The happy effect and influence whichit 
is likely to have upon the ſucceding part of our Life. 
When he is old he will not depart from it. ; 

1. Aright Education recommended to us; Train 
1p in the way he ſhould go. Now, altho? by this ex- 
preſſion of the way wherein 4 Child ſhould go, is prin- 
cipally intended the way of Religion and Virtue, yet 
it muſt be alſo underſtood to comprehend either Hu- 
mane Knowledge or Learning, or ſome lar ful Cal- 
lng and Employment; one of which ſec:as neceſſa- 
ry for Men of all Ranks and Degrees, according as 
their different Capacities, Inclinations and Circum- 
ſtances ſhall permit. Tis not conceivable how a 
Man can be trais d wp in the way he ſbould'go, without 
ſuch regard had either to the one or the other, as to 
make it the real buſineſs of Life. There are many, 
tis true, who thro? the advantage of a plentiful For- 
tune are not conſtrain'd or neceſſitated to procure a 
dubliſtence, either by the profeſſion of any Faculty, 
or by any of the Liberal or Manual Arts; yet foraſ- 
much as, being Members of the Body Politic, they 
8 all to be uſeful in their reſpective Places, no 

ls than the Members are in the Natural Body, ſince 
they may be call'd upon at ſome time or other to act 


br and promote the Good of the Community by 
| Wn. __thair 
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their Publick Service, in ſuch a Station, and under 
ſuch a Character as is ſuitable: to their condition and 
quality ; Learning in ſome parts of it muſt be ac- 
knowledg'd to be requiſite for this purpoſe ; ſome mea 
ſure of Knowledge muſt be own'd as neceſſary by all, 
but thoſe that ſhall- make Ignorance and Unskilful. 
neſs the main Qualifications to enable one in the ma- 
nagement of any Buſineſs or Employment. 
I ſhall conſider then the word Education in its full 
ſenſe, both as it reſpects our IntelleQuals and our 
Morals, and fhall endeavour to ſhew how it tends to 
our Improvement, as well by inſtructing. us in uſe- 
ful Knowledge, as by the Care and Concern it hath 
for the regulating our Manners. © 7 


1. And Firſt, It is one part of the work and deſign 


of Education, to improve us in Knowledge. 


That the firſt Foundations and Principles of Learn- 


ing and Science are laid by Education and Inſtructi- 
on is a truth we are all convinc'd of; without this 

great Help, Mankind would be-involv*d in Barbari 

and Ignorance; for altho we ſhould allow the trut 
of that Hypotheſis, as with reaſon we may, notwith- 
{tanding of late it has been ſo much attack'd, which 
teacheth that the Soul is not like an abraſa tabula, but 
comes furniſh'd into the World with ſeveral Ideas or 
Notions, which ſerve as the Ground-work for the Su- 
ens, _"—_ perſtructure of Science; and altho Humane Teach 
trorſum veri. ing can never ſupply the Soul with any Notions per- 
eee fectly New, yet ſince it occaſions it to advert upon 
laute Jodl, thoſe Notions which it had before impreſs d upon 
xa. Boetius it &, foraſinuch as Inſtruction helps the Soul to reflett 
ve confelate on its OWN Notions, to conſider them more diſtindt- 
Metr. 11. ly, and fo to compare and compound them as to ar- 
a | r1ve 
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rive at the Knowledge of what it Was Tenorant of be- 
fore, the neceſſity of Equation for the Acquiſition 
of Learning is clear and evident: Beſides, ſince Lan- 
guages are the Channels whereby Learning is con- 
vey'd to us, the Knowledge of them for that reaſon 
is neceſſary, Now this being not attainable but by 
the help of Letters, 'which are altogerher arbitrary, 


and bear no manner of Relation or Affinity to the 


things repreſented by them, it is impoffible, -with- 
out : T exthervs Sean direct us, elbe ever 
make any Progreſs tlierein; ſo abſolutely requiſite is 
it that the firſt Rudiments of Literature ſhouſd be in- 
ſtill'd into us hy thoſe tliat have the care of our Edu- 
cation, that afterward, when Age ſhall have matur'd 
and ripen*d-our Capacities, we may be able of our 
ſelves, without the direction of others, to fintl Matter 
for our exerciſe and delight in that Immenſe and 
Boundleſs Provinee of Learning. The Worth and 


Excellency of Learning is ſo viſible, that I need not 


ſpend time in-endeavouting to ſet it forth, it is va- 
lud and eſteemꝭd even by thofe Who will not. be at 
the pains to acquire any meaſure of it; ſo that they 


of all Men talk moſt ridiculouſſy, who decry Humane 


Learning; for how ſhort and imperfect ſoever Manꝰs 
Attainments are in this Life as to this reſpect, Know- 
ledge is nothing leſs than a Ray ſtreaming forth from 


the Deity it ſelthat inexhauſtible Fountain of Light 


and Truth, ſtreaming into the Soul of him, who, by 
Education, and his own proper Induſtry, having his 
Mind well cultivated, is capable of receiving tlie Im- 
preſſions thereof. Every one is fond of being repu- 
ted Wiſe, and is never better ſatisfied than when he 


ſucceeds in that his Aim ; or, on the contrary, more 
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is culpable, and not ſuppreſſing Vice when it begins 


contributes little to the real Advantage of thoſe that 


ſerves only to make Men capable of doing more 


ble in the Eyes of ſome; but *tis the latter that can 


Knowledge, that Wiſdom which Gop himſelf by the 


concern'd and uneaſy,than when chang'd either with 
Ignorance or Error: Which clearly diſcovers the de. 
Greableneſs of Truth, and at the ſame time the great 
uſefulneſs of Inſtruction, ſince it is neceſſary for the 
Improvement of our Intellectuals, ſo as to arrive at 
ſome degree of Knowledge. The other part of the 
work and deſign of Education reſpects our Morals 
and is concern'd in the training us up in a Vircuous 
and Religious Courſe. | fg 5 

He that is entruſted with the care of Educating 
Youth, and is 8 and remiſs in this main and 
principal part of his Buſineſs, by not correcting what 


to exert it ſelf, performs. his Work by halves, and 


are committed to his Government and Inſpection. 
Knowledge ſeparate from and devoid of Goodneſs 


Miſchief in the World, and renders them alſo more, 
ſenſible of Miſery whenever it ſhall be their Lot to 
lie under it. A large meaſure of Knowledge with- 
out Goodneſs, may poſſibly render a Man accepta- 


make us acceptable both to Gop and Man. Virtue 
and Goodneſs are the trueſt Wiſdom: and the beſt 


Mouth of Solomon pronounceth him happy who find- 
eth it, whoſe Merchandiſe is better than the Merchan- 
diſe of Silver, and the Gain theteof than fine Gold, that 
Wiſdom which is more precious than Rabies, and all the 
things we can defire are not to be compared unto her. 


Now, 
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Nov, that Education tends to beget in us this 

Wiſdom, and improve the Soul in Goodneſs, is evi- 

dent not only from the Opinion that Men have of the 

neceſſity of Inſtruction, (for, liow ſhoulſd it be neceſ- 
ſary unleſs it did conduce to that noble End?) but alſo 
from Experience, and eſpecially from the Nature of 
ee eee eee 
32 SR It to train 28 Child iu tlie way he ſhoald go, 
as the Wiſe Man adviſeth, but by good Diſcipline-to 
ſoften and ſubdue that uſual ferity and ſtubboraneſs 
there is in our Nature, to bring us under Govern- 
ment, to make us Tractahle, and to Inſtruct us in 
that firſt and principal Leflan of Obedience? What is 
it, but ta check and controul the Paſſions by methods 
moſt fit and proper, in the due Moderation and Go- 
vernment whereof Virtue doth conſiſt? What is it 
but to inform and direct us in the ſeveral Duties that 
concern us, according to the various Capacities and 

Relations we ſtand in, either to Gop or Man? What 

is it but to recommend and encourage what is Good, 
to excite in us à Love and Eſteem, by a prudent and 

diſcrete way of executing Authority, and to diſcou- 

rage what is vitious by methods accommodate to the 

Temper of thoſe who are to be reprov'd or corrected? 

That this is one, and à principal part of Education, 
muſt be own'd by all ho ever had any: And that it 
naturally tends to our Advancement in a good Life, is 
no leſs plain and obvious: Not but that there may be 
found Examples of ſuch as have wanted the advan- 
tage of a right Education, and yet have been no Stran- 
gers to Virtue and Morality; as, on the other fide, 
here no pains haye been ſpar'd in: Training up and 

Inſtructing, nothing omitted which was neceſſary to 

g00d Diſcipline, yet all has proy d ineffectual, and 


has. 
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and Approbation of thel Duty, fey: have bantradi 
and deſign of their Education. 


Man, his Mind, to better and improve it, hy enlar- 


the Vulgar, and eaptivate the Minds of the undiſcer- 
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has made no laſting Impreſſion upon ſome Diſpol. 
tions; inftead of having been w/ rought up to a Senſe 


Qed; thro” the whole courſe of ther Lives, the end 


But however this may happen, whoſo upon this or 
any account ſhall neglect to train p in the:way they 
ſboulil go thoſe that arè committed to is care, can ne. 
ver acquit himſelf iftheright diſcharge of his Office; 
for as he that refuſeth Inſtruction is ſaid to deſpiſe hi 
own Soul, Prov. 1 5. 32. fo he that withholds it from 
whem it is due, and ſuffers Youth to ruſh on in a vi. 
tibus courſe, when it is In his power to put a ſtop 
theteto. becomes acceſſory to their Ruin, ſhould they 
periſh for want of good -Diſcipline and Correction. 
So very uſeful then is Education, ſo great an In- 
fuence and Effect has it upon the more noble part of 


ging the Underſtanding, and expelling out of it ſuch 
-erfoneous Notions as commonly poſſeſs the Heads of 


Hing part of Mankind, by rectifying the Will, and 
inclining it to ele& and purſue, to embrace and ac- 
quieſce in what is moſt ſuitable and proper for a Ra- 
tional Being, by bridling the Affectiong and Paſſions, 
by keeping them in due Subjection, and not ſuffering 
them to uſurp the Throne of Reaſon in a word, by WW vo! 
directing the whole Man in the my he ſhould go, it 
ſo be*tis timely adminiſtred, when he firſt ſets tort! 
and enters upon the Stage of Life. Which brings me 
to the Second obſervable, viz. The proper Time or 
Seaſon when Education ſhould commence, and that 
is in our Childhood and tender Years. Train up 4 

Child in the way he ſhould gag. 
| 0 
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So ſoon as Children attain to the Uſe and Exerciſe 

of Rea ſon, and are able to judge of what is propound- 

ed to them, then t ſueh Principles to he Ria 
as may be of uſe to them in the Government of them- 
ſelves, ſuch as may help them to ſteer their Courſe I 
aright; then is the time that Education ſhould be- ; 
gin, and that for theſe three Reaſons. Si: 

1, Firſt, becauſe in our tender Years we are more 

ſuſceptible of Inſtruction, than when groen up; our 

Minds, like ſoft Wax, are capable of receiving any 

Impreſſions that one ſhall attempt to make upon 

them: This is evident from the abſurd and ridicutons 

Opinions that ſome entertain, and with great obſti- 

nacy perſiſt in, and that for no other Reaſon, hut be- 

cauſe they happen'd to inbibe them firſt. Theſe are 

what we call the Prejudices of Education; Notions 

alily and without examination admitted, but not 

{0 ſoon ſhaken off! iB 5 1 
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And it at any time, either by freedom of Thought, 
by the uſe of Books, by Converſation, or for any 
Cauſe, a Man becomes diffident of ſome firſt- eſpous d 
Opinions, yet ſill is he apt to retain a certain fond- 
nels and partiality for them, and ſeems glad when 
any thing is offer*d that may ſet ſome. colour of Pro- 
bability upon them, and render them plauſible; which 
54 plain intimation how apt our Minds are to ſa- 
your of thoſe Notions wherewitli they were firſt 
unctur*d and imbued, whether they are true or falſe, 
adſur'd or reaſonable. And as tis certain, by gene- 
al Obſervation,that the Minds of Youth lye open to 
the reception of any Opinions, and are more capable 
df being diſciplin'd and inform'd than thoſe of riper 
Tears; fo there ſeems to be a natural Reaſon why it 
570: For they who ha ve paſs'd the term of Youth, 


* 
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and are arriv'd to a maturity of Age, foraſmuch as 


already we ſuppoſe them to have embrac'd a ſet of 


Opinions, and in a great meaſure to be fix'd in their 
Notions of things, as like w iſe to have contracted di- 


vers Habits and Cuſtoms; to begin the Work of a 
right Education tipon ſuch, and to endeavour to in- 


ſtruct them in Notions different from what they are 


poſſeſs*d:with, is a certain force upon Nature, and 
tuch an attempt as muſt needs meet with great dit- 
ficulty. No new contrary Tenets and Principles can 
gain admittance till the old are laid aſide, no freſh 
Impreſſions: take place till the former are obliterated. 
Bur in the Inſtruction of Youth who are beginning 
to act it is otherwiſe; tis eaſie to induce any Habit 


on them, and whatever we endeavour to infuſe into 


them, if ſo he it doth not immediately contradict ſome 
one or other of the hu From ſome Axiom, or Self. 
evident Prepoſition, is readily taken down without 
much Examination or Diſcuſſion. After what man- 
ner ſoever Youth is at firſt taught and directed to 


judge of Matters either of Speculation or Practice, 


unleſs the thing be directly inconſiſtent with ſome 
very plain and obvious Truth, the Mind will be apt 
tothink accordingly,as having no former Judgments 
to buſy and detain it, and will in all probability be 
tenacious of thoſe ſame Opinions which had the ad- 
vantage of the firſt poſſeſſion. 

2. Secondly, As the Mind of Man in his Childhood 
and younger Years is beſt diſpos'd for Inſtruction, 
and admirably-well fitted for the Reception of what 
is offerꝰd to it, upon the account of its being free and 
unprejudic'd (free, I mean, as to thoſe Notions which 
we gather from our Teachers, tho? not as to all in 
general) ſo is it moſt duQile and pliable, moſt yield- 
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be delay'd;anfargoodinducement to begin the Work 
of Training up and Diſciplining, When tis molt eaſie 
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it may be moulded into any ſhape of ferm. 
then are in their Infancy,and without much reſiſtance 
will admit the Curb, and by reiterated acts ofreſtraint 
will become ever after tame and governable, Thie 
Paſſion indeed of Fear, which 'amongft'a-the 
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on and improvement of the Mind. 


of it that thereby che Mind may be ſecurd from thoſe 
imminent Dangers tis alway!expos'd to When it lies 


ſre hand with us, and unleſs great Care and Dili 
L. * gence 


ing and ſequacious, moſt tractable and ſubmiſſive; 
fich is another Reaſon · why Education ſhould not 


2 a 


oft ax 
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will ſpeedily grow, upon us, and hecome predominant, 


inſtruct hetimes, to fur 
. {uch Counſel and Advice, as may be an excellent 


{iſt and conquer the Corruptions of Nature, and may 


ence be us d to turn our Inclinations at firſt to what 
is Good and Commendable, Vice of its on accord 


and then, not without great difficulty, if ever, wil 
wholſom Inſtruction prevail upon us, when once its 

proper Seaſon is ſlipt and neglecte ec. 
The dene an active Principle, and cannot 
he long idle and unemploy d; if it be not huſied and 
diverted with what is either Goodor Innocent, it wil 
ſoon be engag d in what is Vitious and Hurtful which 
Conſideration makes it very needful and requiſite to 
inthe Mind with ſuch No. 
epts and Admonitions, 


= 


tions and Principles, ſuch 
means under the Divine Aſſiſtance to enable it to re. 


ſerve alſo as an Antidote againſt the Poyſon, and Inſe. 
ction of bad Examples, which is another great Dau- 
ger that Youth more than ordinarily is expos d to, 
when left to themſelves. Theſe Examples being more 
numerous than the Good, muſt therefore! come the 
oftnerin our way, and almoſt at every turn preſent 
themſelves to us, and being back d by: our perverſe 
Inclinations, will be the mare likely ta prevail upon 
us, and excite our Imitation, which in our younger 
Vears is 77 8 ly over- backward, eſpecially to thoſe 
actions which Nature prompts and inclines us to. Be- 
ſides, the Evil Spirits who are continually watchful 
for our Ruin, and lay hold on all occaſionsof preſent- 
ing their Temptations, can never have a more fair op- 
portunity of compaſſing their deſigns, than when E- 
ducation is, deferr'd and neglected. Then it is that 
the Enemy has free leave to /ov what Tareshe will fu 


the Soil, being as yet unoccupied, and having o c 
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Seed caſt upon it, lyes open to the deſigns of the Mic 
led one; and it is very great odds but that the product 
of his Labour will in a ſhort time become ſo rank, as 
tochoak whateyerſhall ſpring up from thoſe fewGood 
Seeds which might er e be latent within. Hence 
it may appear, how unſafe and imprudent it is to neg- 
ect or deferr the neceſſary Work of a right Education, 
that great advantage toward the regulation and con- 
duct of Humane Life, che beſt guard a Man can have 
amidſt the Snares and Temptations of the World. 


from the words of the Text, was t 
influence that an early Education in Virtue and Good 
Manners was likely to obtain on the ſucceeding part 
of Life ; Whey he is old he will not depart fromit, The 
truth of which Apheriſm is not to be underſtood in a 
Metaphyſical ſenſe, ſo as univerſally to hold without 
any Reſtriction or Limitation, and that whoever was 
well-principPd and inform'd when Young, would cer- 
tainly continue Virtuous to the End of his Life; for 
Experience ſhews Examples of the contrary : The 
Propoſition therefore is univerſal in a moral ſenſe on- 


generally ſpeaking, and for the moſt ! ors they hold 
Good, for nothing farther is intended by them. 
Now that this doth ſo, will be found true upon Ob- 
ſervation, and mayalſoin a probable manner be ac- 
counted for. There may ſome Reaſon, I ſay, be aſ- 
lign'd of the great force and efficacy that Cuſtoms or 
Habits, whether good or bad, haveover the Mind of 
Man, to determine his Actions, of their continuing ſo 


to be laid aſide when they come to be inveterate. And 
this we ſhall the better apprehend,if we conſider how 
Habits are firſt learntand acquir'd. 1 * 
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3. Thirdly, The laſt obſervableT 8 to . 8 
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ly,as moſt Proverbial Expreſſions are; tis ſufficient if, 


firmly with him, not without great difficulty, if ever, 
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Now allHabits, whether corporealor moral, arecon: 
tracted by a frequent repetition of the fame actions. As 
to corporeal or natural Habits, which conſiſt in a cer. 
tain facility which the Animal Spirits have of paſſing 
into ſuch particular Muſcles ofthe Body above others, 
tis not over- difficult to conceive how they may ariſe, 
and are retain*d: For ſince the Soul doth no otherwiſe 
move the Body, or any part of it, but by the mediati- 
on of the Animal Spirits, the more frequently they are 
determin'd intoany one particular part thro? the Bucts 
and Channels which lead thither, the more free and 
open mult thoſe Channels be,and conſequently. afford 
the Spirits a more eaſy entrance and paſſage than o- 
thers which, thro? want of uſe and'exerciſe, do more 
reſiſt their Motion and Tendency.. The Habit then 
conſiſting in that facility or readineſs of Motion which 
our Spirits find into ſuch and ſuch parts, is for that rea- 
fon of its eaſineſs almoſt natural tous, and tenaciouſſy 
retain'd, and thoſe very Actions, which at firſt did re- 
quire the attention and imperium of the Soul for their 
Production, by a frequency of performance, become 


very often mechanical, and are done without our 


own Conſciouſneſs, _ . trad dom. 
And much after this manner is it as to Moral Ha- 
Bits; for when our Thoughts have been frequently di- 
rected to and familiarly converſant withany Object, it 
muſt be difficult to call them off when that ſame Ob- 
ject preſents it ſelf; when our Wills have been often 
determin'd to act after ſuch à particular manner, thoſe 
ſame Actions muſt become more eaſy to us than the 
contrary; for the Soul cannot enter upon a different 
Courſe of action on a ſudden, but undergo ſome pre- 


vious conflict and ſtruggle, and be divided between 


me uncertain and unexperieng'd Good propos i in 
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the new Action, and the Facility and Pleaſure of thoſe 
to which it has been long accuſtom'd. Whatever tends 
to the deſtruction of any Habit which Was early in- 
duc'd and rooted” in Childhood, muſt unavoidably 


apt to fly off therefrom, and proceed in its uſual road 
of acting, as being moſt eaſy and delightful. Now it 
js thro” this eaſineſs and readineſs of Alling, which is 
the very Eſſence of all Habits, that they become ſo per- 


and laid aſide. Nothing is more certain, than that our 
Wills are ſo conſtituted, as that they cannot embrace 


ing under the Notion of Good or Uſeful, Pleaſant or 
Profitable. Whenever then we are about an Action of 
2 different Nature from what we lia ve been us'd to in 
the ame circumſtances, we ſoon find a certain Aver - 
fon and Backwardneſs to the Performance of it, for 


acting, and it muſt be a more than ordinary Good 
which we. promiſe our felves by the Commiſſion of 


the Prochvity we have to act otherwiſe. F 
If it be thus difficult to conſent to any one Action 
contrary to an old Habit, it. mult. be much more ſo 


wholly. to caſt off that Habit. It is not one ſingle 


D- WWW Action that can deſtroy an Habit, and induce a new 
en. cue, but a repetition and frequent uſage of the ſame 
oſe Alon: whence it will happen that the Soul muſt ex- 
the berience ſeveral Struggles, becauſe it will find almoſt 
ent aequal Ineptneſs and Inhahility of acting the ſecond 
re- ume, as at the firſt, and the third time as at the ſecond: 
zen rich encreaſeth the difficulty of quitting an Habit 


Wore that of yielding to an Action contrary to Ws: 
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ſcem ſtrange and unnatural at firſt; the Soul will be 


manent and laſting, and are fo difficultly thrown off 


anyObjea but what is repreſented by the Underſtand- 


it runs counter to the whole ſtream of our former 


that ſingle Act, which can be able to counterbalance 
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And hence it is, that Habits or Cuſtoms, whether 
ood or bad, have fo great an influence over Men, to 
{ſway and determine them; hence it is that he that 
hath been train'd up i the way he ſhould go, may fiir. 
ly be preſum'd to continue therein, and not to depart 

ns, when he is old. | | 52 5 | 
And thus having endeavour'd, with what brevity 
I could, to confirm the Obſervations contain'd in this 
Advice of Salomon, I ſhall cloſe the preſent Diſcourſe 
with two or three Reflections briefly. 
1. Firſt, to paſs by at preſent the great Evils that en · 
ſue from the neglect of ſome Parents in not giving their 
Children Education, when it was in their Power; as 
alſo from the too great Indulgence that others ſhew 
them under Education, I cannot but obſerve how in- 
duftrious of late Years ſome have been, and are more 
ſonow than ever, in training up Youth in the way they 
ſhould nat go, as is now practis'd in thoſe Schools and 
rivate Academies which are erected chiefly, I may 
ay, for the propagation and continuation of Schiſm: 
Let their Diſcipline, Methods of Inſtruction, Preten- 
ſions to Sanctity and a ſtrict Life, be what they wilhit 
matters not: This is notoriouſly true, that Youth are 
there poyſon'd with Seditious and Rebellious Princi- 
ples, early exaſperated againſt the Conſtitution of our 
Church, before they know what it is, and the fi 
Things their Teachers, in all likelihood, take careto 
ſtuff their Heads with, are Republican Schemes of Gv- 
vernment, leſt if left to themſelves, they might chance 
to run into that dangerous miſtake of being Orthodox. 
In a word, the Principles there taught and imbib d 
are ſuch, and no better than ſuch as, when put il 
Practice, will, if Power be not wanting, ſubvert out 
Conſtitution both in Church and State, and conſe 


quently involve the Community in Ruin * 
. lation. 
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lation. Enemies indeed our Church ever had, and, 
conſidering the natural perverſeneſs of ſome Men's 
Spirits, muſt ever expect to have; hut no Reaſon has 
She to expect that they ſhould be openly. train'd up 
againſt Her; for Her Right of Governing is Divine, 
Fabliſh'd in Heaven, and no Power upon Earth can 
cancel or deſtroy it. Is it not then a matter of un- 
happy conſideration, to obſerve what numbers of 
Youth, who, had they been rightly Educated, might 
have prov'd worthy Members of our Communion, 
are forc'd, I may fay, tobe Schiſmatics, and are ſworn 
Enemies to that very Church, which alone has the 
Power of diſpenſing. to them the Means of Salvation. 
2. Secondly, If the de p< and Informing, and 
Right Educating of Youth be ſo highly uſeful and be- 
neficial,then there is a reſpect to be paid, an Eſteem to 
be had for thoſe who undertake and carefully dif- 
charge this laborious and difficult Task. Were it not 
for this Work of Inſtruction, Mankind would ſoon be- 
come rude and unpoliſh*d, wild and barbarous ; and 
fo much the more would they degenerate, who by 
Nature were capable of the greater Attainments, as 
that Ground whoſe Soil is the moſt rich and fertile 
doth away moſt abound with Weeds and noxious 
Plants, when it wants its due Tillage, and lies neglected. 
What is it, do we judge, that occaſions that great dꝭwerſi- 
ty amongſt Men, as to their Accompliſhments and Improve- 
ments? is it not owing in a great meaſure to Education, 
which ſome have altogether wanted, and others had but lit- *2zod nun 
tle of? What is it that lays the Foundation of our beſt Ace N, 10 0 wh 
qurements, and renders us uſeful in the World, either in an 5 ray 
Eccleſiaſtical or Political reſpe&, but Education? So that guzm ſi doce- 
well might the Roman Orator put this Queſtion. hat bet- mus atq; erudi- 
ter Office can we perform to the Public, than that of Inſtructing and 2 8 ee 3 
Diſciplining of Youth? *Tis this that renders a Nation Civil Divinatione 
ad Polite, and which keeps up Religion and Virtue, Learn- Lib. 2. 
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3. Thirdly, And in the laſt place, if the Inſtructing and well 
Educating of Vouth is likely to obtain a good effect upon em 
ever after, then let us all, inour ſeveralCapacities and Stations, 
endeavour to improve what we have receiv'd from our In- 
ſtructers, and build upon that Foundation which was laid ii 
our younger Vears. Tis the Buſineſs of thoſe who inſtruct 
others to prepare their Minds for the reception of what they 
would inſtill, and then to iufuſe what is Good and Uſeful; 
but the Induſtryof the Scholar alſo is requiſite, if ever he e- 
pects to arrive at any commendable degree of Knowledge. 
13 The ſearch and purſuit indeed after Learning and Know- 
"Na ledge is not every Man's Buſineſs, and therefore they that 
I have made no Progreſs that way from the Rudiments that 
were laid in their Youth, may notwithſtanding be guilty of 
no Neglect, ſince their peculiar Profeſſion may not require 
what we call Learning, for the right diſcharge of it. But Re: 
ligion and Virtue, Probity and good Manners, concern us 
all, as Men and chriſtians, and can never be inconſiſtent with 
any Calling or Imployment. That theſe ſhould take root 
and flouriſh in us, that we might bè Good our ſelves, and ca. 
pable of doing Good to others, was, doubtleſs, the main 
End and Deſign of our Education; to this it behoves us to 
have eſpecial concern and regard, aud that we endeavour to 
proceed as we have been taught and directed; which if ve 
are careful to do,we ſhall in the beſt ſenſe teſtify our Grati- 
tude to Almighty Cod, in that he was pleas'd,out of his great 
Bounty to us, to provide for the improvement af the abilities 
he gave us by a Right Education; the Bleſſing of which i 
great and invaluable, ſince, as the Wiſe Man aſſures us, Us 
force and influence is generally ſuch on the Minds of Men; 
as to oblige them to proceed in the way they were train d 
up, and not to depart from it, even when they are old. Which 
happy Effect that our Education may have on us all, C%% A 
his Mercy grant, thro" the Merits of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, ts 
whem with the Father and Holy 0 pirit be aſcribed, as is moſt due, 
All Honour and Glory, &c. N % EF-1-N-t ( 
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